11/8/2020

Teri L. Deverell, The Vissering Greene Partnership
5545 S. Kruse Rd.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549

Good Afternoon fellow Farmers, Community Leaders and Residents,
On behalf of my family thank you for having us. First of all, let me introduce myself, My name is
Teri Deverell. I am a wife, mother of two children. I work full time as a Dental Hygienist in Mt.
Zion, IL and I am a land owner. This land has been in my family for many years.
When Tri-Global approached my family about a potential wind farm being developed near our
farm land with the possibility of wind turbines being placed on farm ground we own, my
curiosity was sparked and I started to research wind farms, wind turbines and the company Tri
Global. As a mom, I like Lists. So here is my list of pros and cons:
The Pros:
#1 - (The obvious) Additional Provision for my family. Not only for my family, but would impact
7 families and their children. The Vissering Greene Partnership , which includes 79.30 acre
Farm ground, is unique that it is split between 7 family members. I love this piece of ground
because it has been a source of extra income for my family. Though it is a modest amount of
income it has served my family with the help to provide for my family, especially in difficult
times. My husband had lost his job in 2010 for 2 years and I thank God everyday for this piece
of land to see us through these times.
#2 – Clean Energy- I think this excites me the most. This is a carbon free and methane free of
energy production. This in turn, helps reduce the effect on global warming and climate change.
I am proud to work with a company, such as Tri Global. Tri Global has taken the “Climate
Pledge”. This pledge supports the climate change agreement in Paris that takes a strong step
forward to a low-carbon, sustainable future. I truly am excited to play a role in this for my
future generations to come. What a way to help the world!
#3 – Partnership sharing – I love the thought of sharing the economic benefits with landowners
who participate in this program. Even if there is no turbine on your property you share the
royalty with the participants in the program.

#4 – Revenue for the community – How can something that brings jobs and revenue to the
community with little to no impact on the environment be a bad thing? The Vermillion County
Wind Farm is speculated to bring forth 47 million dollars in revenue in the next 25 years. This is
47 million dollars that this county will have for their schools, road improvements, etc…. I will
also add with the revenue that this project will bring job opportunities within the county.
#5 – Minimal Impact to the land- In my research Less than 1 acre per megawatt is disturbed
permanently.
I must give my list of Cons to be fair:
#1 – Nature disruption – I had heard that this can affect birds and bats. Upon my research on
average two birds per wind turbine per calendar year will die from these turbines. It’s
definitely not as many as I first speculated. I live near a state park and I see more dead birds,
squirrels, deer and raccoons in a month due to being hit by vehicles. These vehicles also give
emissions which in turn increase global warming. So, my con turned into a pro when I look at
the minimal footprints left behind with these turbines.
#2 – Noise pollution – The State of Illinois is one of the few States in our nation that helps
protect from this. IL title 35: Environmental Protection; Subtitle H: Noise; Chapter 1: Pollution
Control; Part 901 is the noise generated on an “Emitting Parcel” of land that travels through the
air and crosses the property line. I find comfort knowing these ordinances are in place to
protect residents. As I am sitting here writing this I can’t help but pause and listen. I have no
T.V. on, no background talking and would consider myself sitting in a quite room yet, I hear a
constant hum coming from my refrigerator, the furnace running, a fan running, a clock ticking
and then I can hear cars and trucks humming down the highway that is ¼ of a mile from my
home. I have never really noticed these before now. I realize these daily noises are not
bothersome to me and do not degrade my quality of life.
As a Dental Hygienist I have the privilege to speak to my clients that live near wind turbines on
the north side of Macon County. Majority tell me they are not bothered by them. I have one
that lives very close to one and he has told me that it hasn’t bothered him and he planted some
poplar trees on 1 side of his house because he had a flickering effect in 1 room in his house. He
said this solved the flickering issue for him. The last time we talked he was getting ready to
move to be closer to his kids and grandkids. He thought living so close to the turbines would
affect selling his house. But, instead it was sold in 4 days. I do have a patient who hates them,
she doesn’t like to look at them out her window. She can’t hear them they just look ugly to
her. My mind wonders if she is not seeing the opportunity of progress in families, the
opportunities in revenue for her community, the opportunity to create jobs, the opportunity for
a cleaner, renewable , energy source?

In final, I AM In SUPPORT of this wind farm. My Pros outweigh my Cons. I must be honest and
now I’m being selfish. I want to create a legacy for my children and my children’s children, just
as my grandfather did when he began farming this land. I want my children to know that I
fought for something that was “GOOD”. I want them to know that I helped make a difference
in this world by offering a renewable energy source. I want them to know that I helped with
additional provision for not just our family but provision in a community where our heritage
runs deep. If the wind farm is allowed to proceed I will be the first one taking pictures of this
along with a letter of legacy that was created for generations to come.
Thank you,
Teri Deverell

We are confident that the information in your letter of October 27 from Panther Grove Wind Energy
Facility to the Project Participants will be/has already been addressed to the Zoning Board of Appears
concerning acceptance of the project in the designated area to tax relief in local property taxes and
want to add the following:

One of the reasons wind energy has become such an investment for the future is that oil shortages
occurred and changed our environment. There became a need to develop wind energy to generate
electricity as there became shortages in other natural resources such as gas and coal (consider what is
happening to the fracking industry). All of us want future generations to live in a clean, green world.
The amount of electricity coming from wind continues to grow. In 1990 less than 1% of energy was
derived from wind and by 2019, it had grown to about 7.3%. Incentives for renewable energy sources
are continually being offered by federal and state programs which have resulted in an increase of wind
turbines and in the amount of electricity being generated from these.
It seems to us “to be right thing to do” – a phrase often used by our County Board. Don’t let this
development project become another “…it’s good, but not in our back yard” endeavor that the County
has let slip away. Don’t let personal, pre‐conceived notions determine your vote on such a vital issue,
use fact and not personal wants. It is our hope that this project can be judged on its merits to not only
Woodford County but to our state, nation and to future generations.

Jerry & Debbie Harms
Jerry Cell: 309-275-6901
Debbie Cell: 309-242-2185

November 2020

To the Woodford County Zoning Commission:
Please accept this letter in support of the Panther Grove Wind Energy Facility, sited for Clayton, Greene, Minonk, and
Panola Townships.
I am a lifelong Woodford County resident, currently residing in Greene Township southeast of Benson. My family has
lived and farmed in the county for more than four generations, and my daughter represents the fifth. During that time
we have seen many changes in agriculture, and in society as a whole.
I have heard stories of my great-grandfathers purchasing their first tractors, trading in actual horses to help finance the
purchase of those new machines. I regard wind energy in the same way my ancestors must have regarded tractors. It’s a
new solution to a problem we have faced for years. There are benefits and drawbacks to its use, but in the end, the
positives outweigh the negatives and it’s a calculated risk that is worth taking.
Wind energy is clean, renewable, and sustainable. As a farmer, care for the environment is of utmost importance to me,
and anything we can do to protect and preserve our finite natural resources is worth considering. Wind energy is also
produced domestically, another benefit in my opinion.
The Panther Creek project will provide an estimated 250 local jobs during the construction phase, and an additional 20
or more full-time positions once the facility is fully functional, not including contract work. Jobs like these are extremely
important to attracting and keeping families in rural counties like ours, families whose children will attend our schools,
who will support and create local small businesses, and who will build up our communities to help them remain strong.
The final reason I support wind energy in general and the Panther Creek project specifically is the financial benefit to our
townships and our citizens. The project expects to pay $4.8 million in taxes each year, which directly impacts our local
first responders, our libraries, our roads, and our schools. Other nearby counties have already begun reaping such
benefits from wind energy projects started years ago.Of that $4.8 million, an estimated 70 percent, or $3.4 million will
go to El Paso-Gridley, Fieldcrest, and Roanoke-Benson school districts.
Unfortunately in recent years funding has become a real hardship for smaller schools like these. Districts across the state
are faced with tough decisions of balancing quality education with declining student populations. Many consider
consolidations or resort to offering students fewer classroom and extracurricular opportunities in order to keep the
doors open.
I am a product of the Roanoke-Benson school system and my daughter is currently enrolled in Sowers Elementary. As a
parent, I so appreciate a smaller school, where she is known not only by her classroom teacher, but by the bus drivers,
the cafeteria workers, teachers in other grades, and even the superintendent. I would love nothing more than to see her
graduate from R-B with a quality education that prepared her for whatever higher education or career she chooses, and
tax dollars generated by the Panther Creek project will go a long way toward making that possible.
In summary, while any new technology must be carefully considered before implementation, in my opinion the benefits
of wind energy in Woodford County outweigh the drawbacks. Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts with
you.

Karen Jones, Woodford County resident, farmer, landowner, and parent

Woodford County Zoning Board of Appeal
Testimony Regarding
Panther Grove Wind Farm
Dr. Ralph L. Marshall
11/16/2020

Hello, my name is Ralph Marshall and I come before you today to present testimony in support
for the development of the Panther Grove Wind Farm. I would like to present this testimony in
two separate areas.
The first is the impact on my wife Elaine and my family farm of 140 acres located in Minonk and
Panola Townships of Woodford County.
The second will be from my past experiences as a superintendent of schools, college professor
of educational finance, board member of the Illinois Rural and Small Schools association, and a
member of three rural communities’ economic development boards.
In the spring of 2019 Elaine and I, along with our three children, formed IM Farming which
stands for Ioerger/Marshall Farming in honor of our parents, Emma and Harold Ioerger and
Betty and Donald Marshall in addition to our ancestors most of whom where farmers. This
began our journey of farming the farm land that Elaine inherited from her parents and helped
to grant a wish of our two sons to someday be farmers or to begin a farm related business.
I am happy to say that through the hard work, knowledge, patience and willingness of our
nephew to teach my sons and I the ins and outs of farming that we were not able to learn from
our fathers or grandfathers we have completed the harvest of our second year of corn and
soybeans.
The income from the single wind turbine that has been designated for our land will almost
double the anticipated yearly income for our farm. This means we will have more funds to
reinvest in repair and upgrading of our vintage 1970’s farm equipment and potentially provide
funds for us to invest in additional land and equipment so that some day one of our sons or
grandchildren could become full time farmers. At a minimum, the wind turbine income will
allow us to maintain our family farm.
More importantly, I know the development of the Panther Grove Wind Farm will bring
economic development and an increased tax base for all public taxing bodies in its foot print.
This will be especially true for school districts within the wind farm. The positive impact on
schools districts is where I have the most experience and expertise concerning this discussion.

The benefits of this project will not only be for the land owners who have a designated wind
turbine on their property, but also for all taxpayers in the school districts and the children who
attend them.
It was interesting to wake up the morning after we signed an agreement to purchase the Old
Feed Mill property in Minonk to learn from the morning news that the Fieldcrest School Board
had approved the issuance of bonds to complete needed life/safety repairs on the aging
buildings in the district. Since such bonds are for a fixed dollar amount, the tax rate will
increase for all taxpayers to pay off the debt on these bonds.
This increase of the tax rate on all taxpayers can be decreased if new equalized assessed
evaluation can be added to the tax base of the taxing body, in this case the Fieldcrest School
District. In reality, if the tax base is increased enough, taxpayers could see a decrease in the
total tax dollars they pay to the school district.
Finally, I feel the most positive impact will be seen on educational programs available to our
children. Not only for those students who are heading to college and will most likely currently
need to leave the area after graduation in order to find a job, but also for students with special
needs, students who want to enter a vocational career area and those who want to be involved
in a variety of fine art programs. These are programs that have often been reduced or
eliminated in times of budget shortfalls.
New tax dollar generating development is hard to find for any community. Such opportunities
are even less in our small town, rural communities where our populations and true family farms
are declining and where we see numerous empty store fronts and deteriorating buildings in our
downtowns. During my twenty-one years as a superintendent in Illinois I and many of my
board members have needed to put aside our personal beliefs, desires and even impacts on
personal businesses to make tough decisions that will best impact the largest majority of our
constituents.
I ask each of you to do the same and vote to approve the zoning requests for the Panther Grove
Wind Farm and keep in mind the slogan that I brought to my school districts for board members
and I to remember when making decisions.
CHILDREN FIRST Put the children’s best interest first in all your decisions.
Thank you

Steve and Diane Schertz
2853 County Road 1400 North
El Paso, IL 61738

November 16, 2020

Dear Woodford County Board:
We are writing to support the Panther Grove Wind Energy Facility. This
project will substantially improve the quality of life in our community.
Property tax dollars will improve our community’s schools. An increase in
employment will be expected for construction, long term operation, and
other needed services. Our economy will be strengthened for years to come
by land lease payments.
Sincerely,
Steve Schertz
Diane Schertz

